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susceptibility, liable at the slightest stimulus to provoke the pheno-
menon of the " herd " emotion. Popular risings were of constant
occurrence, and every enthusiast found a following ready to recog-
nize him as the messenger of God. It generally happened that the
would-be deliverer preached revolt in the belief that he was the
warrior Messiah who would restore the kingdom of David (p. 152),
hence the Roman procurator was ever on the watch. But some-
times the inspired individual, the popular preacher, was content
to confirm the faith of the anavim and to announce the coming
of the Messiah.
" Jesus was born into an apocalyptic atmosphere " (p. 23),
and the intensity of the Messianic expectation was one of the
factors which explain his career. But everything here tends in
this direction, to make his appearance and activity intelligible.
First of all there is the atmosphere of Galilee which " offers valu-
able assistance to him who seeks to visualize the external features
of Jesus' personality, and may even aid in the understanding of
the spirit and character of his teaching " (p. 11). There is,
above all, the spiritual character of pharisaic circles ; their sin-
cere and vital religion, " essentially simple, like that of Jesus " ;
the idea of the fatherhood of God, in which some have found the
most original feature of the teaching of the Galilean ; indeed, some
of the utterances of the Pharisees have " a Christian ring " (pp.
70-72). These are the things which make the career of Jesus
intelligible, and, since these religious circles were viewed with
hostility both by the Roman authority and by the conservative
Sadducees, they explain his ultimate fate (p. 168).
Not only will this volume help us to understand Jesus and his
religion; it will also, as we have suggested, help us to understand
the Christ myth and the Christian syncretism. Throughout his
book Professor Guignebert devotes special attention to this pheno-
menon of syncretism, whose importance for the religious life of
mankind we have often pointed out; for there is no period when
the intermingling of religious ideas and practices from every source
was more active than in that immediately preceding and following
the career of Jesus. Various tributaries mingled in " the great
religious stream which was then flowing through the ancient
world " (p. 256).
We have remarked elsewhere that syncretism takes on two forms :
the one accidental, imitative, " confusionist" the other logical and
assimilative^- The process which was realized in the contemporary
1 Guignebert speaks of the " disease of syncretism " (p. 256). From
the point of view of an established religion syncretism is a disease, for
the term " contamination " has a double meaning. But from the human

